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Spring 2016 Newsletter 

CCRAI Board of Directors 
President: Gary Jarosz    Vice President: Bob Taylor-Vaisey 
Director: Ivan Battye    Director: Les Clark   
Director: Jack Clarke    Director: Kathy David 
Director: Carol Giles          Director: Kevin Lee                   
Director: Kaarina Luoma   Director: Eric Moeller 
Director: John Potwin*    Director: Ted Spence   * - Deceased 

CCRAI Meetings in 2016 - Everyone Welcome  
We are hosting two public meetings this year plus a FOCA/CCRAI sponsored seminar on Cottage and 
Estate Planning presented by Peter Lillico. The meetings are open to everyone. The  agendas,    
speakers and topics for our meetings in 2016 are confirmed and you can view them at the CCRAI   
webpage at http://cavendishcommunitycentre.wordpress.com/ccrai/.  
 

Public Meeting - Saturday June 25, 2016 from 10am to 12 noon 
Cottage Succession and Estate Planning Seminar-Saturday July 9, 2016 from 10am to 12 noon 

Public and Annual General Meeting - Saturday August 20, 2016 from 10am to 12noon 
Meetings are held at the Cavendish Community Centre - County Road 507  

Thank you for being a member of the Cavendish Community Ratepayers Association (CCRAI) in the 
past and supporting our association with your membership. Your continued support enables our       
volunteer board of directors to represent our members and the community on matters that are most 
important to you. Please renew your membership again in 2016 and attend our public meetings. 
 

The mandate of the CCRAI Board of Directors is to execute on the following constitution; 

 To promote and encourage Ratepayers to participate in Community matters. 

 To discuss, find solutions and make recommendations on any matter that affects the quality of        
living of Ratepayers and ensure the result will be beneficial to the Community. 

 To co-operate and work closely with other associations in the Municipality of Trent Lakes to protect 
the environment and the environmental quality of our land and lakes, and on any other issues that 
may affect the Municipality. 

 To promote and encourage tourism and commercial ventures in our Community in an acceptable 
and controlled manner 

 To provide a channel for communications with the Municipality of Trent Lakes and all other levels of 
government, organizations and agencies. 

 

Every year we hold public a minimum of two public meetings where we share the progress we have 
made in specific areas that are affecting our community. We also bring in subject matter experts on a 
variety of topics to provide presentations and important information for our members. We also have 
representatives from the Municipal, County, Provincial and Federal governments as speakers. We   
encourage you to attend the meetings this year as we have a great slate of speakers. The majority of 
our members are land owners in the former Cavendish and Harvey Townships served by County Road 
507 and we welcome any property owners in The Municipality of Trent Lakes. 
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President’s Message 
The CCRAI board of directors is a volunteer based organization of property owners in the area that 
work on behalf of our members to protect the environment and the family investments that we have in 
our properties for the benefit of future generations. We work collaboratively with other cottage, lake, 
road and ratepayer associations, residents, local businesses, and the Municipal, County, Provincial and 
Federal governments to find solutions to issues that affect our community. Our Board attend and   mon-
itor municipal and county meetings, other association activities as well as announcements from Provin-
cial and Federal Ministries throughout the year to ensure that our members interests are properly repre-
sented. Here are some accomplishments of the CCRAI in 2015; 
1. Submitted a Municipal Grant Request to replace the outdated and inoperable audio visual      

equipment at the Cavendish Community Centre.  
2. June 27, 2015 Public Meeting: We had a Town Hall Meeting with our new Municipal Council. Lois 

O’Neill-Jackson, Trent Lakes CAO provided a presentation reviewing the 2014 budget performance 
and the plan for the 2015 Municipal Budget. Ted Spence, Chair of the Coalition For Equitable    
Waterflow (CEWF) provided an update on water levels. Paul Smith, Park Superintendent, Kawartha 
Highlands Signature Site Park (KHSSP) provided an update on the park operations and           
management plan. Lily Hamill, Education and Communication Officer, Peterborough County      
Environmental Division provided a presentation on waste reduction, recycling and our Municipal 
performance in those areas.  

3. On July 11, 2015, the CCRAI in conjunction with the Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations 
(FOCA) hosted a cottage succession and estate planning seminar on “Keeping the Family in the 
Family Cottage”, presented by Peter Lillico, a renowned estate planning lawyer.  

4. August 15, 2015 Public Meeting: Ted Spence, Chair of CEWF and CCRAI Board Director provided 
a presentation on Preferred Water Levels for the Catchacoma/Mississagua/Beaver Lake chain, 
which was endorsed by our membership. Leora Berman, from the Land Between, provided a   
presentation on the unique land, water, forestry and vegetation found in our local area. Paul Smith, 
Park Superintendent, Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park (KHSSP), provided an update on 
Park Management and Operations including new plans for the park which will require public input. 

5. Provided a letter of support for the Municipality regarding the application for a grant to remediate 
and reconstruct Beaver Lake Road. 

6. Applied for funding for the Love Your Lake Program whereby the lake is surveyed and every lake 
front property owner receives an assessment on the naturalization value of their shoreline. 

  
The CCRAI key priorities include: Lake water levels and quality, Kawartha Highlands Signature Site 
Park operations plan and access concerns, Safety and security of our homes and properties through 
Cottage Watch, Property taxes and property assessment reform, Logging and mining concerns and 
issues. We communicate information to our members through our yearly newsletter, on our website at 
http://cavendishcommunitycentre.wordpress.com/ccrai/, in the 507 Express, and at our public 
meetings. Please fill out the application form on the last page and send it in with your membership fee. 
We invite you to attend our public meetings as they are a great way to keep informed on the              
municipality, learn interesting new information and meet your neighbours and your CCRAI Board. 

CCRAI Annual General and Public Meeting - Saturday August 20, 2016 - 10am-12 noon 
CCRAI Board of Directors - Annual General Meeting - Yearly report, financials and vote new directors 
Dr. Barb Eliott - The Ribbon of Life: Why shorelines are important and how to protect them  
Paul Smith - Park Superintendent - Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park - Park Updates 
Erica Barcley - Acting Park Biologist - Presentation on Recreational Carrying Capacity Analysis  

CCRAI Public Meeting Agenda - Saturday June 25, 2016 - 10am-12 noon 
Lois O’Neill-Jackson - CAO Municipality of Trent Lakes - Municipal Budget Review and Update  
Ted Spence - Lake Steward - Presentation on Water Levels and Update on CEWF Activities  
Paul Smith - Park Superintendent - Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park - Operations Update 
Darryl Whitehead - External Relations Manager - Parks Canada - Update on Mississagua Dam Project  

The Cottage Succession and Estate Planning Seminar July 9, 2016 - 10am-12noon 
Presented by CCRAI and FOCA, a presentation by Peter Lillico, a recognized estate lawyer on how to 
“Keep The Family in the Family Cottage”. Learn what you need to know to protect the family cottage.  
This session will focus on “Cottage Sharing Agreements” as a follow on to last years presentation. 
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Water Level Update  
We had a relatively warm winter with limited snow accumulation and an early snow melt. The TSW 
crews began replacing logs in our dam in early March. By the end of the third week of March the lake 
was about 70% full, several logs were out of the dam and it appeared that there was lots of storage 
available for spring rainfall events. However extreme rainfall in the last week of March resulted in a rap-
id rise in lake levels and river flows. In early April lake levels reached a near 25 year high of 2.73 me-
tres above the sill of our dam, just below the 25 year high of 2.74 m recorded in June 2000 and April 
1991. The high levels were reached with heavy ice still on the lakes creating a significant risk for ice 
damage to shorelines and shoreline structures. Several logs were out of the dam in an attempt to     
relieve high levels with ice resulting in extremely high levels in the river. The new culvert near the Lou 
Phillips Road bridge was able to pass the waterflow and the road washout of 2014 was not repeated. 
TSW maintained the maximum possible flow at the dam to relieve the high levels without any damage. 
High water levels in March and April 2016 were not restricted to the Mississagua Lake Chain, or even 
to the Upper Trent Basin. There was flooding and significant ice damage across a wide area including 
the Muskoka lakes where several boathouses were destroyed by ice. The principal cause for the high 
water levels was heavy rain. The Haliburton monitoring station recorded 171mm of precipitation in 
March or 238% of the 72mm monthly average, and 73mm of the total fell in the last 5 days of the 
month. At the Parks Canada precipitation gauge just downstream of our Mississagua Dam recorded 
112mm in the final 8 days of March, including 52mm on the 30th and 31st.At the time of writing this note 
on May 17th the levels on our lakes have come down to near normal for this time of year. 

New Municipal Insurance Requirements Will Drive Up CCRAI Membership Fees 
In the fall of 2015, the CCRAI was informed by the Municipality of Trent Lakes that their insurance      
carrier would no longer cover any volunteer organizations, associations or municipal committees for 
liability insurance when using the Cavendish Community Centre unless they were a committee         
appointed by a by-law. In the past, these organizations were simply added as an additional insured on 
the Municipal Insurance Liability Insurance Policy without any costs to the organizations. As a result of 
this change, the CCRAI, and all the other associations, committees and publicly held events will now 
have to obtain their own liability insurance to provide coverage for any potential damage to the building 
or equipment when using the Cavendish Community Centre. This requirement for liability insurance 
coverage will increase the yearly expenses for the CCRAI by approximately 30%. With membership 
growth being flat over the last few years, we will have to consider increasing the yearly membership 
fees for the CCRAI in the future in order to absorb this increase in our yearly expenses. The CCRAI 
membership fee of $20.00 has been the same amount for more than ten years and has been kept at 
that level due to the diligent cost cutting by the Board of Directors over the last number of years and a 
focus on membership growth and retention. Please help us grow our membership to keep the fees low. 
ralize the area over time. Learn about the importance of Natural Shorelines by watching the Ribbon Of 

Prize Draws for New and Renewal Memberships in 2016 at CCRAI Public Meetings 
The CCRAI will hold two prize draws for every new or renewed paid membership in 2016. One draw 
will be held on June 25, 2016 for all paid memberships received to that date. The prize is two theatre 
tickets to the Highlands Summer Festival in Haliburton with a value of $50.00. The second draw will be  
on August 20, 2016 for all paid memberships received to that date. The prize is a gift certificate to make  
a batch of wine of your choice at the Wine Store located in Minden, Ontario. All you have to do is be-
come a member or renew your membership and you could win two prizes. Good luck to everyone. 

Barb Elliot - Professor, Ecosystem Management Program - Fleming College 
The Ribbon of Life presentations depicts shorelines as unique habitats that are found on planet Earth 
wherever land and water meet; be it on a lake, a river, a wetland, or an ocean. These 'ribbons of live' 
provide habitat for organisms, carry out essential ecosystem services, and are critical for the long term 
sustainability of healthy aquatic ecosystems. Everyone who lives on or near shorelines can make a 
positive impact on the future health of these vital and threatened ecotones. Find out how easy it is to 
"love your lake" and make a difference for generations yet to come through this very informative     
presentation at our meeting on August 20, 2016.  

Keep The Family in the Family Cottage - Estate and Succession Planning Seminar  
It’s not the lack of interest of the children, the capital gains tax or other financial pressures that result in 
most family cottages going up for sale. It’s a consequence of friction within the family that comes with 
the stress of sharing ownership and usage. While these issues are inevitable and predictable, the most 
important thing a parent can do is to create a Cottage Sharing Agreement during their lifetime with the 
children as part of their succession plan. Learn more about this at our July 9, 2016 meeting. 
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32 Community Complex Drive, Trent Lakes, Ontario, K0L 1J0 
 

Application for/Renewal of CCRAI Membership  Membership Fees 
         

 I am RENEWING my membership for 2016                 $20 per Household 
                      

 I am APPLYING for membership for 2016   
  

Name of Member/Applicant: ____________________________________________ 
 
Name of additional Member: ____________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________    Postal Code: _____________________ 
 
Home Phone: _____________________   Cavendish Phone: _________________ 
 

Would you prefer to receive your yearly newsletter electronically via email _____ 
 
Email Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Cavendish Address (Lake/Lot & Conc): __________________________________ 
 

Waterfront:        Yes         No 
 

Public Meeting - Saturday June 25, 2016 
CCRAI/FOCA Cottage Succession and Estate Planning Seminar   
presented by Peter Lillico - Saturday July 9, 2016 
Annual General and Public Meeting - Saturday August 20, 2016 
 

Meetings are held at the Cavendish Community Centre 
County Road 507 from 10:00am to 12:00noon 
 

Everyone welcome. Stay informed. Be heard. Make a difference. 
 

If you wish to nominate someone or volunteer for a board position, please indicate below: 
 

President   Vice President     Director  
 

Treasurer   Secretary   Membership Convener  
 

We wel- come your suggestions written below or email us at 
ccraimail@gmail.com. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please mail this form with a cheque or money order made out to CCRAI to the address at the top of 
this application. Thank you for your continued support of the Cavendish Community Ratepayers  
Association (CCRAI). We look forward to seeing you at our public meetings in 2016.  
 

EVERY NEW OR RENEWED MEMBERSHIP RECEIVED BY JUNE 25 WILL BE ENTERED INTO 
TWO PRIZE DRAWS. THOSE RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE AND BEFORE AUGUST 20 WILL 
BE ENTERED INTO ONE PRIZE DRAW.  SEE PAGE 3 FOR THE PRIZE DETAILS. GOOD LUCK. 
 
 

NOTE: DUE TO INCREASED PRINTING AND POSTAGE COSTS THE CCRAI ANNUAL        
NEWSLETTER WILL ONLY BE MAILED TO MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING 
 

Visit us at: http://cavendishcommunitycentre.wordpress.com/ccrai/ 


